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Peter Drucker

Knowledge has to be improved,
challenged, and increased
constantly, or it vanishes.
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with the Metalforming Machinery
Makers Association Ltd. ISME & MMMA
working together for the benefit of the
Sheet Metalforming Industry.
The Oracle, mouthpiece of the Institute,
speaks for and to the world of Sheet
Metal Forming & Pressworking by way
of featuring New, Views and Topics
around the Industry.
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Clutches Brakes Disks Systems for drive solutions
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Metal Forming
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Clutches/Brakes/Disks/Systems for drive solutions
We have been active in the press technology industry for more than
75 years. Today, we offer products across the entire spectrum of
mechanical presses and servo presses, from clutch-brake combinations
and brakes to compact drives and mechatronic control technology.
Marine Propulsion

We are the only manufacturer
to successfully combine building clutches
with producing plate linings and
mechatronic systems.E-mail: sales@ortlinghaus.co.uk
www.ortlinghaus.co.uk

Winch Technology
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We continue to praise the skills of the
Apprentices for their workmanship and quality.
Dimensional accuracy of the test pieces this
year were to a very high standard with marking
very close in all categories. The Open Class
entries as normal gave the Judges a challenge
to identify skills and originality.

Winch Technology

View gallery and this
year’s winners overleaf

Peter Drucker
www.ortlinghaus.co.uk
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E-mail: sales@ortlinghaus.co.uk

Sheet Metal Skills Competition

Alan Shaw

Delivering engineering excellence since 1898.

Tel.: +44 1527 579123

5

ISME Trophy
Overall Winner,
Alexander Johnson
Babcock
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From the
Secretary

Bill Pinfold Honorary Secretary 2019

It looks like another busy year ahead for the
Institute. We’ve already held another successful
Meet the Experts day at the Thinktank with
more events outlined below to follow.
Following the success of last year’s Annual
Dinner Dance in partnership with our colleagues
at the MMMA Council agreed to run it again
this year reviving the name of “Metal Bashers
Ball” from the popular events run by Ray Jelf in
the past. The two organisations been working
hard together to make the event a great night
out and a chance for the industry to celebrate
its success and contribution to the UK economy.
Popular Historian and radio personality Carl
Chinn will be the guest speaker on his extensive
knowledge of the Peaky Blinders. All the signs
are that we will exceed last year’s attendance of
150. Please contact Adrian Nicklin or Bill Neal if
you haven’t already booked your place.

This year’s ISME Skills Competition will be
returning to Morgan Motors in Malvern.
Adrian Nicklin has managed to book this iconic
venue again for the Competition and let’s hope
it encourages even more young people and
their companies to submit entries. The entrants
and their trainers will be able to tour the factory.
If you’d like to help out on the day, please let
Adrian know.
Our new improved web site is now up and
running thanks to excellent work by Steve
Watson and his team at eleven10creative.
The observant of you will have noticed that
Steve is also our new Oracle editor. We now
have an active Twitter account with a steadily
increasing number of followers to help us make
more contact with the younger generation.
Full details can be found elsewhere in
the Oracle.

Member
News
ISME Member John W Davies, helmet
and breast plate maker for the Household
Cavalry at Firmin Ltd. Birmingham has
been filmed for a documentary by the
Discovery Channel to be shown in the
Autumn. John and his colleagues are very
busy producing new ceremonial armoury for
the cavalry. Follow the ISME Twitter feed to
get the transmission date when published.

Company
News

New Members
Skillcraft Products Ltd.

We would like to welcome the following
new members to the Institute:

Skillcraft Products Ltd. have become
company members.

Adam Lawrence

From a humble start in 2016 of three
employees including Managing Director,
Dave Gilbert and 3000 sq ft of space,
Skillcraft Products Ltd. are now over 30
persons with 33000 sq ft of space and
a full order book for 2019. As well as
sub contract sheet metal work they now
have their own range of products such
as pizza ovens and trailers (see article
and photos elsewhere in magazine).

Adam Lawrence has become an
individual member.
When I’m not teaching, I can be found
fishing the vast Kent coastline and
watching Gillingham FC, painfully.
If I can offer one piece of advice …
never stop learning”
Adam will be joining the judging team at
this year’s Skills Competition
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Notice is given of the

74th Annual
General Meeting
Of the Institute of Sheet Metal Engineering,
To be held on Tuesday 14th May 2019
At 12.00 Noon prompt
At the offices of Regent Engineering
Company (Walsall) Ltd.
Unit 3-4, Darlaston Central Trading Estate,
Salisbury Street, Wednesbury WS10 8XB

ISME Corporate Member Nidec Minster have
recently changed their company name to Nidec
Press & Automation. The new name reflects
changes within their business and the acquisition
of Vamco. Nidec Vamco are the leading global
manufacturer of Servo feeds. Products which
are a perfect fit with their high-speed presses.
Contact details and address will remain the same.

From the
Chairman

Barry Smith Chairman of Council

NEW POWER PRESSES

Dear all this is my first year in the position
as Chairman of ISME and I very much
look forward to the future growth of our
membership. We have recently revamped the
website which you will find at
www.isme.org.uk I believe that this will greatly
improve our profile by having a more proactive
and relevant website.

The challenges that everyone is currently
facing, as a result of the Brexit uncertainty, will
certainly bring testing times that unfortunately
are out of our control and we will have to wait
to see what the outcome will be. I am sure
that the Manufacturing Industry will respond
positively to whatever the outcome is by
making changes and just get on with things to
stride forward into what we all hope will be a
Also, following
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both
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seeing you
marked
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award by his company which was
featured on several BBC News bulletins in August. A
short video of John making a helmet can be found on
the BBC web site by searching for “Firmin and Sons”.
In it, he says he loves his job but every handmade
helmet is a challenge.

50 years’ service for Master Craftsman
John Davies MISME

John has been a Senior Judge at the ISME Skills Competition for
many years and he donated a half size model helmet as a trophy
for the Open Class to be awarded annually.

• From 6-2,000 tons
• World Precise Machinery Group
power presses
• Non-standard strokes available
• Latest technology wet multi-plate
clutch/brake
• Hydraulic overload protection

• TMA designed electrical control
circuit for complete support
• Pilz PNOZ Safety PLC
• Pilz light guards (option)
• Automatic lubrication
• CE marked
• Warranty and support by TMA

NEW TMA SERVO FEEDS
• Electronic servo roll feed
• Up to 24in wide material
• User-friendly touch screen
display
• Pilot release

The most
important
thing in
communication
is to hear what
isn’t being said.

• Handheld remote jog station
• Pneumatic roll pressure
• Designed, built, programmed
and fully supported by TMA

TMA are the UK’s
largest independent
power press service
and repair company
Contact us for all your power
press requirements
• Sales • Service
• Spares • Repairs
• Maintenance

+44 (0)121 328 1908

TMA Engineering Ltd, 95-111 Tyburn Road Erdington Birmingham B24 8NQ UK

Peter Drucker
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Exclusive distributor
for UK and Europe
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Tel +44 (0)121 328 1908 Fax: +44 (0)121 322 2017
www.TMApresses.com info@TMApresses.com

Estd. 1973
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Member
News

Skillcraft Products Ltd.

Skillcraft Products ltd. the Sister company of
DG fabs ltd, has some great new products,
aside from the ‘Gilberto’ Pizza ovens, which by
the way has just had its first sale in the USA,
we have launched 2 other brands the
‘Heritage’ vintage horsebox style trailer
and the ‘Minibox’ trailer which is a scaled
down version of the horsebox trailer which
is supplied as a go anywhere trailer with a
log fired oven, thermal ‘staywarm’ handwash
and solar powered lamps designed for the
commercial market and mobile pizza.

Punch and an Esprit High definition Plasma
cutter capable of cutting 32mm thick material,
which as Skillcraft’s manufacturing partner
should really push these products to
new limits.
We also have confirmed secured orders to
supply the Skillcraft Products to the U.S.A by
the end of the year. Things are looking good
for our companies, and from a humble start
in 2016 of three employees including me
and 3000 sq. ft of space, we are now over
30 persons with 33000 sq. ft of space and
a full order book for 2019. A short weekly
brainstorming session where everyone has
an idea has got us this far, every week we all
improve. ‘Team effort’ is a cliché and seldom
sincere, in this case it really is.

There are others on the market but ours,
designed and built in Bilston should sell well
in 2019 and has already secured two new
positions at Skillcraft Products. DG fabs has
recently Invested in another Amada Turret

Team effort is a cliche´ and seldom
sincere, in this case it really is.
Skillcraft Products Ltd.
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An invitation to see our new and expanded facilities
We extend an invitation for you to visit MPPS for an informal tour of
our new enhanced manufacturing facilities.
Our dedicated staff will be pleased to show you around the new MPPS
fitting area and our machine shop with a large range of CNC machines.
Take the opportunity to discuss your maintenance and machine
up-grade requirements with us.
Refreshments will be available throughout the day.
MPPS, 34 High Street, Princes End, Tipton, Dudley DY4 9HP

Evening Lecture : 18th July 2019 at 6:30pm
Steve Garrett, Engineer Surveyor Power Press, Allianz Engineering
AN UPDATE on HSG236 Power Press maintenance and
thorough examination.
A briefing for all users of Power Presses on the requirements to
conform to current regulations.

ECALP A KOOB RO TSERETNI RUOY RETSIGER

REGISTER YOUR INTEREST OR BOOK A PLACE

ku.oc.sppm.www / ku.oc.sp12
pm@nimda / 0234 025 1210

0121 520 4320 / admin@mpps.co.uk / www.mpps.co.uk

A Revolutionary
Road
An article by AMRC North West
shop floor. Better still, the Advanced Manufacturing
Research Centre, North West (AMRC North West), is
on hand to support the Made Smarter programme.
With close to 15 years of independent research and
innovation in South Yorkshire – delivering stepchanges in productivity for the likes of Boeing, Airbus,
BAE Systems and Rolls-Royce – the University of
Sheffield AMRC is bringing its engineering know-how
and experience to benefit SMEs in Lancashire and the
North West.
The message is clear. High-value manufacturing need
not be high-cost manufacturing. Digital developments
offer affordable advantages in streamlining and
simplifying sheet metal processing, as well as
improving productivity and efficiency. Software
programmes provide communication from the shop
floor as well machine-to-machine information that can
be fed back to sales and production departments to
better track manufacturing items on the shop floor.
High value, low cost.

The smart players in sheet metal engineering know
this, of course. That’s why they are already embarked
on a journey towards connected factories and supply
chains, as they embrace artificial intelligence (AI),
machine learning, robotics, automation, augmented
and virtual reality, simulation and digital twins.

The buzz word at many recent sheet metal shows is
‘autonomous.’ Traditionally, automation has come
with a fixed limit: machines will do only what you tell
them to do. But autonomous processes are different.
The machines learn, adapt, and, thanks to artificial
intelligence (AI), get better over time. This will
transform the sheet metal engineering sector shopfloor production process.

But, for others, the very language of Industry 4.0
is off-putting. Bewildering even. What on earth is
‘the Industrial Internet of Things’. To answer that,
and other similar questions, the government has
established Made Smarter as part of its Industrial
Strategy, to inform and educate manufacturers about
the big benefits of industrial digitalisation. A first pilot
is up and running in the North West of England, but
plans are afoot to roll it out across the whole of the UK.
And the sheet metal engineering community needs to
get on-board.

As one of the High Value Manufacturing Catapults
the AMRC/North West provides industry with robust,
independent research and evidence-based advice
on the best-fit solutions. We work closely with our
partners to prove-out and de-risk technology. This
provides partners with the confidence to make those
big, strategic investment decisions.
Our goal, like that of the other High Value
Manufacturing Catapults, is to drive improvements
in productivity and performance using the full suite
of Industry 4.0 technologies and processes. But
the AMRC/North West combines this with a deep

Here in the North West it is easy. The £20m Made
Smarter pilot is encouraging manufacturers – especially
SMEs – to exploit this match funded opportunity to
boost the adoption of smart technologies on the
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understanding of metals and materials and the
machine tool industry.
Manufacturers need sheet handling systems such as
stacker systems for the automated loading of multiple
sizes and specifications of material and the unloading,
stacking and sorting of finished parts using automated
handling systems such as chutes and robots. This move
to more autonomous processes will enable profiling
and punching machines to operate without manual
intervention, avoid wasted time on the machine for
loading and unloading and free up operators to do
other tasks such as deburring and sorting while the
machine is cutting.
So what about that wry smile when it comes to
machine monitoring? Well, the truth is, we know that
fewer than 20% of UK enterprises use software to
share information across the organisation. And that
the UK has a tradition of low levels of investment in
manufacturing systems as a proportion of GDP (<20%
since 1990). As a result, there are a large number of
legacy systems in the UK.
One such, is the monitoring of legacy machines.
Some may say, why monitor them at all? Well, the
obvious costs are break downs and part replacements.
But there are a number of other, less obvious costs.
For instance, are we missing an opportunity to
improve the part quality through more knowledge
of the process parameters? Are we over-maintaining
equipment? What’s the cost to reputation of delayed
delivery due to major breakdown? What are the
safety risks of running machines that may be ready
to fail? What are the increased energy costs due to
a badly maintained machine: one that is low on oil

High value, low cost.
Balaji Ilangovan - Technical Lead (Automation)

and drawing more current to run? These are simple
questions. And Industry 4.0 can provide the answers.
Affordable, easy to fit sensors can transform legacy
machines into lean machines. The data collected
from these sensors, displayed on a screen, provides a
visible predictive tool to assess the wear in a machine
which can not only increase the machine life but also
improve product quality and reduce maintenance
time/cost by scheduling at desired times.
Last year, the AMRC took two old industrial workhorses
– a Colchester Lathe and Bridgport Manual Mill –
to MACH 2018. Amidst the brand new Mazaks and
Fanucs, these two machines were the stars of the
show. Fitted with inexpensive sensors we were able to
demonstrate machine condition monitoring; process
stability/performance; and connectivity between all
levels in the value chain. This in turn allows for OEE
data, energy optimisation, predictive maintenance,
higher quality parts, less scrap, fault diagnostics and
supply chain traceability. Unlike the old approach
to machine monitoring, Industry 4.0 turns data into
knowledge and knowledge into value. And that’s why
the smart sheet metal engineers are smiling as they
march briskly down the revolutionary road. Time to
join them before it’s too late.

Balaji Ilangovan

Talk to older sheet metal engineers about the Fourth
Industrial Revolution and a wry smile may break out
on their faces: after all, this is an industry that has
had machine monitoring for decades. So what’s new?
Plenty, is the answer. Industry 4.0 – a term coined
by German politicians and industry leaders – takes
digitalisation, connectivity and analysis to a whole new
level, converting data into value.

For further information about AMRC North West,
Made Smarter North West Pilot, Industry 4.0 and
digitisation, please contact our ISME member
Balaji Ilangovan, Technical Lead (Automation) at
AMRC North West. E: b.ilangovan@amrc.co.uk

Novelis Partners with
Impression Technologies

Institute of
Sheet Metal
Engineering

We are delighted to work
with Novelis to accelerate the
adoption of ultra-high-strength
aluminium into the volume
automotive and transport market

New collaboration explores innovative HFQ hot
stamping technology for automotive aluminium
Novelis Inc., the world leader in aluminium rolling and
recycling, has announced it has agreed to partner
with Impression Technologies to explore innovative
ways to increase the broader adoption of aluminium
through the hot stamping process. Impression
Technologies has the exclusive rights to Hot Form
Quench (HFQ®), a unique technology used to design
and manufacture components using ultra highstrength aluminium for the high volume automotive
and transport markets.

“Combining our most advanced high strength

This partnership reflects Novelis’ strategy to
collaborate with partners across the automotive
and aluminium industries that are developing
products and processes to achieve innovative and
cost-effective solutions for lightweighting vehicles.
Novelis will utilize ultra high-strength alloys, such as
7000 series, that offer higher levels of strength and
lightweighting to compete with hot formed Boron
steel in a wide range of strength and safety driven
parts of automotive structures. Impression’s HFQ hot
stamping technology is an enabler for new vehicle
design applications in both aluminium-intensive
vehicles as well as mix-material architectures.

vehicle design and use hot stamping technology,

The Metalforming Machinery
Makers Association

MMMA & ISME 2019 Dinner Dance

aluminium alloys with hot stamping allows automotive
designers and engineers to push the limits of what is
possible for next-generation vehicle architectures,”
said Todd Summe, Chief Research and Development
Officer, Novelis Inc. “By leveraging the expertise of
technology suppliers like Impression Technologies
and others, Novelis is able to provide solutions
to our customers’ most demanding requirements
throughout their development journey.”
As automakers continue to adopt aluminium into

Friday 17th May
Dinner Jacket Event
Venue Copthorne Hotel, Merryhill, Dudley.

Novelis will work with Impression Technologies and
other partners to share knowledge and best-practices
with OEMs and Tier One suppliers to accelerate
adoption of aluminium light-weighting as a
global standard.

Start time 6.30 for welcome drink
Cost £60 per ticket, includes; welcome drink,
3 course meal, coffee and mints.

“We are delighted to be working with Novelis to
accelerate the adoption of ultra-high-strength

After dinner speaker; Professor Carl Chinn,
talking about local Brummie gangsters
The Peaky Blinders.
Music from Live vocal band Soultown collective.

aluminium formed using HFQ into the volume
automotive and transport markets,” said Jonathan
Watkins, Chief Executive Officer of
Impression Technologies.

Impression Technologies has industrialised and
continues to develop the breakthrough HFQ®
Technology that was pioneered at Imperial
College, London. HFQ enables high and ultra
high-strength aluminium to be formed into
complex-shaped parts reducing part count,
weight and costs and reducing tool investment.

Novelis Inc. is the global leader in aluminium
rolled products and the world's largest recycler of
aluminium.
Supplier of premium aluminium sheet and foil
products to transportation, packaging, construction,
industrial and consumer electronics markets.
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Further information
ISME Members & Guests please contact:
Adrian Nicklin 07774 260126 / adriannicklin@btinternet.com

Invites & Ticket Sponsor

MMMA Members & Guests please contact:
Bill Neal 07725 277590 / billneal@mmma.org.uk

Dress Code is Black Tie.

reach

HT Brigham invests in
modern inspection facility
as part of continuous
improvement strategy

further

with strategic brand

communications
Talk to us today about your free
brand appraisal and help your
business reach further.

it is top priority for us, so it was important for us
to make this investment. This new facility allows
us to conduct our tasks in a more organised and
efficient way, using the most up to date methods. It
will act as a showcase to those who visit Brighams,
demonstrating the importance we place on quality
as a function, as well as our ability to meet the exact
specifications of our customer, however demanding’.

For Birmingham based presswork manufacturer,
HT Brigham, keeping things lean is at the forefront
of pretty much everything they do. They know that
streamlining processes allows them to improve
competitiveness, which is key to staying ahead in the
presswork market.

t. 01384 505 656
e. post@eleven10creative.co.uk
w. eleven10creative.co.uk

As part of the company’s continuous improvement
programme, a brand new quality facility was designed
and constructed towards the end of 2018. The new
department, which is now fully operational, is located
in a prominent ‘front of house’ position, reflecting
the company’s quality led focus and their desire to
showcase this to customers and visitors.

The implementation of the new department in 2018,
followed on from the evolvement of the automotive
standard TS16949 into IATF16949 and the subsequent
development of a single, fully integrated Business
Management System. The new system covers all
of the necessary requirements for Quality, Health,
Safety and Environmental Management. As a result,
document accessibility, traceability and security
have been improved, and a greater focus on task
ownership and teamwork has been created.

The new location provides more space and has been
laid out to improve the flow of work through the
department, reducing the time it takes to pass off
components.

High Volume Presswork
Manufacturing
Globally Competitive
Expertise When You Need It

A purpose built meeting area has also been
incorporated into the department where internal
meetings can be held, covering continual
improvement planning, APQP and problem
investigation/resolution. This space has been
designed to encourage meetings to be more time
efficient and task driven, resulting in more effective
communications, delivering more defined and
achievable outcomes.

The quality department’s relocation also has the
additional benefit of freeing up capacity in the
previous location for alternative uses. One proposal,
which is currently being considered, is the creation
of a clean manufacturing cell to enable in-house
cleaning operations, which are currently outsourced.
Bringing this function in-house would likely cut costs,
give the pressworker more control over the process
and open up the opportunity to take on different
kinds of work in the future.

Barry Smith, HT Brigham Managing Director and
ISME Chairman, says, ‘We recognise that component
quality is top priority for our customers and as such

With today’s complex designs, high quality
standards and global markets, our expertise in
metal presswork makes a real difference.

H T Brigham & Co Ltd
Station Rd, Coleshill, B’ham B46 1JQ
Tel: +44 (0) 1675 463882

We will know how to manufacture what you
need, whether it is a simple component or a
complex multistage pressing, for the lowest
possible cost.
Quality Certifications: ISO 9001, IATF 16949 and ISO 14001

Visit us at: www.htbrigham.co.uk
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Pete Waterman
Honorary member

The Metalforming
Machinery Makers
Association

Pete gave a passionate
talk, regarding his
enthusiasm for
Engineering and
training of younger
people within the
industry.

MACH 2020
MMMA Metal
Working Village
The MMMA have already had 20 members
commit to the Metalworking Village for MACH
2020 and expect another ten to be confirmed
by the end of March.
Following on from the very successful MACH
2018 where there were over 25,000 visitors to
the exhibition over the five days. MACH 2020 is
expected to attract the same if not more visitors
to the exhibition.
What a fantastic opportunity for our members to
showcase their Company, Services and Products.
This will be by far the largest area the MMMA has
ever taken at a MACH exhibition. Be part of it,
reap the benefits of Membership.

Pete Waterman OBE becomes an Honorary
Member of the Metalforming Machinery
Makers Association.

opportunities that would provide economic
development and other benefits from this major
project.

The MMMA are very pleased to announce that
Pete Waterman OBE has become an Honorary
member of the Association. This follows on
from the after- dinner speech Pete gave on the
evening of the MMMA – ISME, Gold Medal
Awards night in May 2018.

Railways also provide a life- long passion for
Pete. Having an encyclopaedic knowledge of
the UK rail industry. Pete built from scratch two
successful business and in the process created
hundreds of jobs in Crewe. The preservation of
steam locomotives is close to his heart, in order
to educate and entertain future generations.

Pete was on his feet for over an hour, speaking
about his hugely successful Music career and
giving a very interesting and passionate talk,
regarding his enthusiasm for Engineering and
training of younger people within the industry.
So much so, that in 2013 the Government
invited him to sit on its HS2 growth taskforce
which was challenged to identify and promote

Pete was Awarded an OBE in the 2005 Queens
New years Honours list for his services to the
music industry. Today he devotes a large amount
of his time to public service, which include, a
director on the Cheshire & Warrington Local
Enterprise Partnership and as Patron of the
National Skills Academy for Railway Training.
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Please contact Ray Jelf, Company Secretary,
01608 737129 Email: info@mmma.org.uk for
more details.

MMMA Member
News Round-up

The Metalforming
Machinery Makers
Association

AP&T’s experts: ‘Our solution for hot forming of
car body parts in high-strength aluminium can
result in weight savings of up to 40 percent’
What were the results when AP&T developed
its revolutionary and award-winning production
line for hot forming of aluminium? And what
are the most important advantages? Read
what the experts have to say here:
To meet increasingly strict government
requirements regarding CO2emissions, the
automotive industry has, for many years, been
working to reduce fuel consumption and the
climate impact of newly manufactured vehicles
by taking various measures to reduce weight.

New materials, new design and manufacturing
methods have made possible lighter parts
and components, resulting in reduced vehicle
weight. In this, one of AP&T’s core areas, press
hardening of sheet steel, has been of vital
importance for the progress made so far. As we
continue to improve and refine press hardening
technology, we are also investing significant
resources in developing production solutions
for forming other materials and material
combinations.

Atkin Automation celebrates tenth anniversary as
distributor for shung-dar
Atkin Automation, part of Group Rhodes based
in Wakefield, UK, is celebrating its 10 year
anniversary as the UK and Ireland distributor for
Taiwanese company Shung-Dar Industrial Co.

products and services, focus on innovation and
the use of technology and ensure we take care of
our skilled workforce. We look forward to many
more years of partnering with Shung-Dar.”

For the past decade Atkin Automation has been a
distributor for Shung-Dar’s growing range of coil
stamping and processing equipment for carbon
steel, stainless steel and aluminium processing
plants. Today, the full product portfolio includes
automatic slitting lines, cut-to-length lines,
combined lines and multi-blanking lines.

To mark the 10th anniversary of the
distributorship, the President of the business, Mr
Yang, his son Jason and nephew Sales manager
Shawn Yang travelled to Wakefield to visit the
new Atkin premises. Speaking at the company
after a presentation on Shung-Dar’s expanding
product range, Mr Yang said “It is fantastic to
be celebrating the 10 year anniversary with
Atkin Automation. Over the past decade, both
of our businesses have grown significantly and
we have also developed our range to provide a
complete smart press stamping line for one stop
service to steel and aluminium producers and
stockholders.”

Geoff Barker, Sales Manager at Atkin Automation,
said: “We’re proud to be celebrating our 10
year anniversary as a distributor of Shung-Dar’s
coil processing equipment for the steel and
aluminium industries. The relationship has been
a success as our two businesses share the same
values. Our mutual goal is to deliver high-quality
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Innovative workholding and handling solutions
New tower clamping systems
A new range of compact, three- and four-sided
tower clamping systems manufactured by
Roemheld group’s Hilma division in Hilchenbach
will be launched at Southern Manufacturing 2019
on the stand of Roemheld UK.
Intended for use on 4- and 5-axis vertical
machining centres as well as horizontal-spindle
machines, the steel monobloc SCT towers, which
are either mechanically or hydraulically actuated,
are optimally sealed against swarf and other
contamination.
Applications range from use on manually

loaded machines through twinpallet-change centres up to fully
automated flexible manufacturing
systems. Clamping range is from
6 to 210 mm and holding force
is from 25 to 40 kN, high enough
to avoid the need to pre-machine
workpieces, even when they are
secured on just a few millimetres of material.
Versions in alternative lengths and with different
mounting holes including for zero-point
clamping together with a large selection of grip,
pendulum, step, soft and Vee jaws suitable for
different machining tasks complete the offering.

Visit: mmma.org.uk/news-events
for the full articles and more >

Process Monitoring
An article by Brankamp

Our nearly 40 years of
experience and over 50,000
Brankamp systems installed
worldwide are evidence of our
competence and dedication.

Fig 1: Brankamp X3s process monitoring unit

Fig 2: Control mask for four end stop forces

Marposs, through the acquisition of Brankamp, is
the market leader of process monitoring, offering
innovative technologies for real time monitoring
on forming-, stamping- and assembly machines.
Decades of experience in the cold forming, forging
and stamping industry are embodied into our
systems to improve productivity and part quality and
reduce production costs.

cycle costs of machine tools. Brankamp systems
have become an integral part of the manufacturing
operations, they provide all relevant production data
for data collection systems and are prepared to be
integrated into I4.0.
This means that systematic changes in various
process parameters such as sheet thickness,
material hardness, tool and machine temperature
that change during the manufacturing process can
be automatically compensated for. The stamping
process and its clamping forces at the machine’s
lower dead point are kept constant. At the same
time, the machine operators are already informed
about the setting of the plunging depth when
the tools are set up and the insertion height can
be automatically adjusted to the optimum range.
Depending on the complexity of the tool and the
number of equipped stop blocks, a different number
of limit stop forces can be included in the control
system. The Brankamp control system visualizes the
calibrated force progressions and displays the control
variables executed for the user. A standardized
interface to the PLC makes it easy to connect the
Brankamp control system to Bruderer automatic
stamping machines.

Our goal is to assist customers in achieving the
highest manufacturing quality. Our units provide
the key to efficient quality and process monitoring
whenever hundreds of millions of parts are performed
monthly. By integrating sensors near to or in the tools
it is possible to nip forming problems in the bud.
Sensors mounted close to the process record all
process-relevant data. When real-time analysis
indicates that critical values have been exceeded, the
machine can be shut down in a fraction of a second.
A simple concept, yet difficult to implement in the
real process. Our nearly 40 years of experience and
over 50,000 Brankamp systems installed worldwide
are evidence of our competence and dedication.
The systems installed worldwide help customers
to increase productivity and decrease total life

Effects on product quality and tool wear
The use of the new insertion depth control systems offers numerous advantages for stamping companies.
• The set-up procedure during tool change after a
tool revision is accelerated.

• Excessive tool load due to excessive stop forces is
avoided.

• The machine can automatically adjust itself
(without operator intervention) to varying material
properties, especially after coil changing or
over the coil length. Eventual scrap production is
prevented and uninterrupted production allows an
increase in productivity.

• Consistent product quality, especially in bending
and coining operations, is achieved.

• Production at the lowest level of possible energy
consumption.

• The reproducibility of tool settings is increased.

• The swinging wear of piercing or blanking
punches is reduced, as no unnecessary ram
oscillations in the lower reversal point of the
machine are caused by premature contact with the
stop blocks.
This provides a system that can be used especially for precision stamping applications, in the connector,
lamination and packaging industry.

For further information on Brankamp systems in the UK please contact:
Carlo Salvi UK. Ltd, Unit 4, Cedar Court, Halesfield 17
Telford, Shropshire TF7 4PF
T. 01952 587730
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E. sales.uk@carlosalvi.it

W. carlosalvi.it

ISME Forward

First of all we want to thank the Morgan Motor Company for
allowing the ISME 2019 Competition to return.

Improving the world through engineering
Improving the world through engineering

In partnership with
In partnership with

The Institute of Sheet Metal Engineering is a
learned body with individual membership open to
those employed in the sheet metal and associated
industries.

of the development of sheet metal working skills in

It was formed over 60 years ago to promote the
science of working and using sheet metal and to
provide opportunities for people to exchange
ideas and information. We also encourage the
development of members by providing networking
opportunities and creating an institute that people
in the industry aspire to join. The encouragement

for which you will receive copies of the ISME Journal,

young people through the annual Sheet Metal Skills
Competition is very important to the Institute. The
Institute has a student grade membership of £20/year
Oracle which keeps members up to date with the
latest developments and events in the Sheet Metal
Industry. Students Joining on the day of the skills
competition get the first years membership free. For
details of membership please go to;
www.isme.org.uk

Improving the world through engineering
Improving
world through
through engineering
Improving
thethe
world
engineering
Improving the world through engineering

About the Morgan Motor Company

Improving the world through engineering
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Presents
Presents

In partnership
with
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with

The Morgan Motor Company Ltd was established in 1909 by H.F.S. Morgan
with the design of the Morgan three-wheeler.
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TheThe
2017
ISME
2017
ISME

A four-wheeled model began production in 1936,
and Morgan cars have long become famous the
world over for their unique blend of charisma,
quality materials, craftsmanship and performance.
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The ethos at Morgan remains unchanged: all their
cars are coach built and subjected to continual
development in order to meet current standards
of safety and to offer the responsive thoroughbred
performance with which their name is associated.

Sheet MetalThe
Technology
Presents
2017
ISME
Competition
The
2017
ISME
FOR
APPRENTICES
& TRAINEE’S
The
2017
ISME
Competition
The 2017 ISME

Sheet
Metal
Judgement Day toTechnology
be held at:
Sheet
Metal
Technology
Sheet
Metal
Judgement Day toTechnology
be held at:
Sheet
Metal
Technology
Coventry Transport Museum
Competition
Millennium Place,
Competition
Coventry
Transport
Museum
Competition
Hales
St,
FOR
APPRENTICES & TRAINEE’S
FOR APPRENTICES
& TRAINEE’S

The development of our model-range has taken the
marque into the 21st Century, and today Morgan
builds in excess of 1300 cars per year. The Aero
8, a major achievement for a small Company, was
launched in 2000, and continual evolution of the
Aero Range has seen the 8 joined by the dramatic
Aero SuperSports and its fixed-head sibling, the
Aero Coupé. In 2011 we re-launched the Morgan 3
Wheeler, a modern interpretation H.F.S.
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Morgan’s classic design. Their ‘Classic’ range
continues to be our flagship vehicle - with models
including the 4/4, the world’s longest running
production vehicle, and engine sizes ranging from

1600cc to 4800cc, these famous icons are the models
perhaps most associated with Morgan.
Morgan as a brand is best expressed through our
5 key messages:
• The last remaining FAMILY OWNED,
independent, innovative British motor 		
manufacturer.
• Each car, and the way in which it is built, is very
ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY.
• The latest CUTTING EDGE TECHNOLOGY is
utilised in both design process and product.
• The highest standards of CRAFTSMANSHIP.
• We are DRIVEN AT HEART.

The ISME
Competition Detail
The Sheet Metal Skills Competition provides great opportunity
for young apprentices & trainee’s to measure their skills against
others in the sheet metal and pressed metal industry.
To be the overall Winner of the ISME Trophy you must enter
one of the test pieces and also provide an open class exhibit.

• All the drawings are on our website at
isme.org.uk along with marking and 		
assessment forms.

• Every entry should included a self hand
written 200 words about yourself.
• We expect the competitor to self validate
Test Piece dimensions and record on the
Mark & Assessment Form being part of the
Written Account.

• The entry should include a written account
(Plan) on how and why the various 		
techniques werechosen and applied.
• The types of machines and tools used with
H&S consideration must clearly be stated
and if you wish include photo’s.

SERVICES OF ALL
SCHULER PRESSES

• The Test Pieces will be judged as per the
Marking & Assessment Form. The Open
Class work piece will be judged as per the
Marking & Assessment Form.

Please note:
• The item entered should reflect the training
level of the Competitor.

• All entries should be clearly labelled with
competitors name and DOB preferred on
inside of item.

• Their trainer must confirm the competitors
level on the entry form.

• ALL COMPETITORS WILL RECEIVE FREE OF
CHARGE 1 YEAR ISME MEMBERSHIP

• The age of the competitor must stated on
the entry form.

www.schulergroup.com/
minor/uk

SCHULER PRESSES UK LIMITED

To enter the competition, please complete the Entry Form. Please
complete an entry form for each competitor. Please photocopy the completed
form and return to ISME by post or scan and email details on form.
Any queries please call 07774260126

Brineton Street, Quayside Drive
Walsall, West Midlands, WS2 9LA
Tel.: +44 (1922) 619 -100
Fax: +44 (1922) 619 -101
info.uk@schulerpresses.co.uk
www.schuler-uk.co.uk
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OUR SERVICES – YOUR BENEFITS
 Increased productivity of the press
 Improved equipment availability
 Spare part availability
 OEM specifications
 Latest legal specifications
 State-of-the-art technical specifications
 Enhanced OEE
 Training

Important Safety
Update from the CBM
on Weld Fumes
“As you may or may not be aware, there is new
scientific evidence from the International Agency
for Research on Cancer (IARC) that exposure to
mild steel welding fume can cause lung cancer
and possibly kidney cancer in humans.
The Workplace Health Expert Committee has
endorsed the reclassification of mild steel
welding fume as a human carcinogen.
As required once the decision was accepted,
with immediate effect, there is a strengthening
of HSE’s enforcement expectation for all welding
fume, including mild steel welding; because

general ventilation does not achieve the
necessary control.
The HSE has published a safety notice relating
to this: http://www.hse.gov.uk/safetybulletins/
mild-steel-welding-fume.htm
As this will affect anyone who welds, not only full
time welders, but maintenance engineers, tool
room staff etc. and anyone else who does the
occasional bit of welding, it is important that you
please share this information with your relevant
stakeholders, duty-holders, members, supply
chain, contractors etc “

Decade Monitoring
Solutions Ltd
Press Load Monitoring
Process Monitoring
Production Recording
Calibration
Load Cells

Are you following
us on
Twitter?
Join the
conversation
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0121 359 3978

www.decade.co.uk

ONE NAME - A MULTITUDE
OF POSSIBILITIES

in addition to
new presses we
also supply
pre-owned high
speed ‘precision’
presses and
feeders

Pre-owned presses
available from stock

We also provide a range of servo feeders to SUIT ANY
requirements, FOR MATERIAL up to 15mm thick and
two meter wide, for any power press.

Full refurbishments
and overhauls

‘Free’ Press tool trial capabilities available at our UK HQ, enabling
us to demonstrate the full benefits of Bruderer precision high
speed presses for you and indeed your customers. Feel free to
contact us with any questions.

BRUDERER UK LTD, Cradock Road, Luton LU4 0JF

Connect with us across Social Media

Tel: 01582 560300 | Email: mail@bruderer.co.uk

www.bruderer.co.uk

@Brudereruk

